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identity,” Abet wrote. “Although the 
participants were aware of their past 
experiences and the obstacles they had to 
overcome to be students, they were 
empowered by their newly formed 
student identities.” 
(https://bit.ly/3MDPP12)

• The Michelson 20MM Foundation 
recently published California’s Best 
Practices: Pathways From Prison to 
College. The report provides 
recommendations on how to best 
support students in prison as well as 
formerly incarcerated students on 
campus. (https://bit.ly/3TbVaPu)

• For EdSource, Betty Márquez 
Rosales visited the Alameda County 
Library trying to boost literacy and a 
love for books among teenagers who are 
incarcerated in juvenile hall. “The library 
might be one of the few spaces at the 
juvenile hall where they can learn to 
enjoy reading and educational 
conversation without the pressure of 
tests, grade scores, and credits that they 
would need to graduate from high 
school,” she wrote. 
(https://bit.ly/3s0pvVx)
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tests, grade scores, and credits that they 
would need to graduate from high 
school,” she wrote. 
(https://bit.ly/3s0pvVx)

•  At the end of September, California 
Governor Gavin Newsom signed a law a 
bill that makes phone calls from prisons 
free of charge. The new law places the 
cost of calls not on incarcerated people — 
or the people receiving calls from them 
— but on the state. California is the 
second state after Connecticut to enact 
such a law.

Newsom also signed SB 990, which 
allows people on parole to relocate to a 
county where they can pursue an 
educational or vocational program of 
their choice, rather than having to go 
back to the county where they last lived. 
While changing counties was previously 

About this newsletter

Welcome to College Inside, a 
newsletter about prison education 
produced by Open Campus, a 
national nonprofit newsroom. Topics 
we cover include college-in-prison 
programs, Pell Grants for 
incarcerated students, career and 
technical education, and education in 
juvenile justice facilities, among other 
higher education issues. 

We launched College Inside in 
December 2021 and now publish a 
biweekly e-newsletter and a monthly 
print edition. You can subscribe to 
the e-newsletter at 
https://bit.ly/3ToP2Uz or you can 
sign up for the print edition at 
https://bit.ly/3oMCmss or by 
writing to Open Campus Media, 
2460 17th Avenue #1015, Santa 
Cruz, CA 95062. You can email 
charlotte@opencampusmedia.org via 
JPay, Corrlinks, TextBehind, Securus, 
Connect Network, or Getting Out.  

Please note that Open Campus is a 
news organization that covers higher 
education. Open Campus doesn't 
investigate criminal cases or report 
on crime-related issues, nor do we 
provide educational courses or assist 
individuals in enrolling in education 
programs or obtaining transcripts. 
When we receive a letter, we will add 
you to our mailing list to receive 

College Inside. Given the volume of 
letters that we receive, we cannot 
always respond personally, but we 
appreciate your interest in our work. 

We work with incarcerated writers, 
but do not usually publish unsolicited 
manuscripts, essays that have been 
published elsewhere, poetry, or 
stories on topics other than 
education. We are looking for story 
pitches that offer new and surprising 
insights about higher education in 
prisons with a clear angle and 
broader takeaway. (A pitch should be 
a paragraph with the main argument, 
like a thesis statement, and an 
explanation of the unique perspective 
that you offer on the subject). We 
prefer to work with writers in 
shaping their story ideas, so reach out 
if you have an idea. Please be patient. 
It may take several weeks before we 
are able to respond. 

There is no cost to subscribe to 
College Inside. But as a nonprofit 
newsroom, we rely on grants and 
donations to keep bringing you the 
news. If you would like to support 
our work, please send a check made 
out to Open Campus Media, 1 
Thomas Circle NW, Suite 700, 
Washington, DC 20005. You can 
also donate online at 
https://bit.ly/3UaAYhh.

allowed at the discretion of someone's 
parole officer, this codifies their right to 
move.

In addition, the California governor 
signed off on AB2417, which requires 
juvenile facilities to inform incarcerated 
youth of their rights, including safe 
conditions and access to education. It's 
important as the state Division of 
Juvenile Justice shuts down in 2023, 
with most youth remaining in county 
facilities.


